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WELL RESEARCHED. DEBUNKS THE PRESENT NATIONAL 'WISDOM', ESPECIALLY IN

ENGLAND, THAT JAMES WAS A HELPLESS, STUPID JERK OF A KING WHOM ENGLAND WAS

BETTER OFF WITHOUT. INDEED, JAMES SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN QUITE INTELLIGENT,

COURAGEOUS IN BATTLE, AND HONEST IN EVERYTHING. I AM SURPRISED THAT

CHARLES II AND JAMES II EVEN UNDERTOOK THE CHALLENGE OF 'RULING' ENGLAND! BY

THIS TIME WE SEE THE GROWING POWER OF THE WHIGS, THE PARLIAMENTARIANS, AND

THE FAST DIMINISHING POWER OF THE TRUE KING.ENGLAND BECAME AN ARISTOCRACY,

KEEPING ITS MONARCH AS A FIGUREHEAD, MAINLY FOR THE COMMON PEOPLE. THIS

BOOK CHRONICLES THIS IMPORTANT TIME, WHEN THE LAST TRUE KING OF ENGLAND, OF

THE STUART LINE, TRIED TO RULE ENGLAND. I THINK HIS CONVERSION TO THE

CATHOLIC FAITH, AS SHOWN IN THIS BOOK, DESTROYED ANY POSSIBILITY THAT JAMES

WOULD RULE PEACEFULLY; THERE WERE TOO MANY ENGLISH FAMILIES WHO HAD MADE

VAST FORTUNES IN THE RAPE OF CHURCH LANDS AND MONASTERIES SINCE HENRY VIII,



TO ACCEPT A CATHOLIC KING. WHILE READING THIS I WAS REMINDED OF A QUOTATION

FROM HILAIRE BELLOC, NO MEAN HISTORIAN HIMSELF, WHO SAID, "ENGLAND, WHAT

HAVE YOU NOT REFUSED." SADLY, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO LOVE ENGLAND, YOU WILL

FIND THOSE WHO REALIZE SHE HAS BEEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF LIBERALISM AND

MODERNISM, IDEAS WHICH HAVE LED US INTO TODAY'S MESS. RQ
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